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To this effect, the intended national
conference is meant to enable the
traders develop a position paper
on the bill, which shall be used in

his issue of the Street Trader

coincides with the official
launch of KENASVIT. This Launch
taking place on the 18" of April
2006 at Mairobi Safari Club Hotel
(Lillian Towers) brings together 90
participants that include street
traders and informal traders, Local
authority representatives, street
vendors' partner organisations,
stakeholders, and members of the
donor community.

The purpose of this occasion is to
officially launch the formation of a
national alliance of street vendors
and informal traders in Kenya. Itis
also anticipated that there will be
linkages created between the
informal traders with possible
development partners. It will also
enable the various stakeholders
invelved in this sector's
development to get bo know each
other and forge a network or
consortium that will work with the
national alliance to realize its
vision for the sector. The official
laumch will also serve o announce
to the entire nation of Kenya that
there s a street vendors and
informal trader’s body they can
work with on matters related to
thissector.

This issue of the Street Trader
outlines the history of the
Hawking and Small Enterprise Bill
(Koigi Bill), On 10" Augnst 2005,
parliament passed a motion that
wold enable the establishment of
a body charged with addressing
the plight of hawkers in Kenya.
The motion was brought to
parliament by Honourable Koigi
Wa Wamwere (NARC, Subukia).
The moton seeks to establish a bill
entitled "The Informal Sector
(Small Enterprise and Hawking)
Bill”. While recognizing the role of
the Attormey Generals office in
drafting the bill, the traders felt
that it would be necessary for them
bo meet and discuss what they
wionld like to the bill to take into
consideration regarding the sechor.

discussions with the
parliamentary select committee on
economic affairs before the bill is
taken to parliament for discussion
and enactment. The purpose of the
meeting will be to:

# Driscuss what traders would like
the bill to take into
consideration regarding the
sector

* Prepare a position paper to
inform the anticipated hawker's
bill from the Attorney General's
Office.

+ Devise a strategy for lobbying
and advocacy on the bill to
ensure its completion and
implementation as an Act of
Parliament.

Urban alliances are expected to
convene meetings with their
membership to discuss what they
would like to see included in the
hawlker's bill, then summarize
their Urban Alliance's view in mini
—position papers to be presented at
the meeting. This is aimed at
ensuring broader participation of
the traders in the development of
this bill. Plans for this meeting are
at advanced stage and the meeting
will take place as appropriate.

This issue of the Street Trader also
provides an update on the
activities, challenges that are
facing the seven Alliances that
makeup KENASVIT. We hope that
vou the reader will find enough
information and experiences that
you will be able to identify with.
We take this opportunity toinvite
the street vendors and informal
traders in Kenva to send their
stories to KENASVIT for
publication in the next issue of this
quarterly news letter.

Enjoy Your Reading
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The Chairman of Nakuru Street Traders and Hawkers Association -
NASTHA, { in red shirt, partly hidden) being introduced to H. E. the
Fresident Mwai Kibaki moments before he met the president at State
House, Naluru, The Chairman spoke on behalf of Eenyan hawkers
and also represented the youth,

Stn.'ut vendors are a sub sector of
the micro and small enterprises
that dominate the Kenyan
economy. Majority of the SMEs are
micro enterprises with less than 10
employees, while 70 per cent of
them are own account workers.
This means that a majority are
operating at the bottom of the
economy and with a majority
living below the poverty line of one
dollar a day. In spite of the sub
sector being a major source of
livelihood for a majority of the poor
in Kenya, the government has not
managed to implement major
policy provisions geared for the
development of the sub sector. The
challenge for the government is to
provide equal opportunities to
both the informal and formal
sectors of the economy. The NARC
government policy objective is to
promote the growth and
competitiveness of employment in
SMEs by reducing the.eost of
business and generally creating an
enabling environment for
economic activity,

Research conducted by the
Institute for Development Studies
(1D5), of the University of Nairobi,
in 1998 - 2000, on women street
vendors in Kenya indicated that
the street vendors and informal
traders have limited capacity bo
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address issues pertinent to them
mainly because they lack an
effective organization to represent
them and to advocate for their needs
and rights. It is on this basis that 1DS,
with support from Street Net
International, initiated a project to
facilitate street vendors to organize
themselves to address the issues

affecting them
B Contimued on Page &
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A History : Kenya National Alliance of Street
Vendors and Informal Traders (KENASVIT)

‘Background

he Kenya Mational Alliance of |

Street Vendors and Informal

Traders (KEMNASVIT) is a national |

organization formed to represent
street vendors and informal

trader's interests in Kenya. The |

alliance traces its origin to research
conducted between 1998 — 2000 by
the Institute for Development
Studies (IDS) , University of

Mairobi ot Women Street Vendors |

in Kenya. One of the main findings

of this study was the revelation that |

street vendors lacked the capacity
to organize themselves in order to
have 'a strong voice on matters
affecting them at local level.

As a follow up to the research, the
Institute for Development Studies
(IDS) organized a National Street
Vendors Conference in October
2003 attended by participants from
Kisumu, Mombasa, Nakuru,
Eldoret, Machakos and Nairobi,
During the meeting, the
participants resolved to form a
Mational Alliance to represent their
interests at national level. A
Mational Interim Steering
Committee (NEC) was appointed
by the delegates at the conference
to speathead the formation of a
national alliance for street vendors.

The core responsibility of the
steering committes was to lead in
the development of a constitution
for the Alliance. As part of the
process, the seven Urban Centres
represented at the conference were
charged to go back to their centres
and consolidate their membership
inreadiness for the formation of the
national Alliance.

The Institute for Development
Studies, with support from
StreetMet, facilitated the process of
constitution making by paying for
the venues, participants’
accommodation and travelling
costs. The project facilitabed a total
of 3 main meetings to enable the
national steering committee to
draft the constitution for
KEMASVIT.

KENSAVIT was formally
registered by the Registrar of
Societies in February 2006. It is a
membership Umbrella
prganization for several local
urban street vendor and informal
traders’ associations, The national
office for the Alliance is located in
Nakuru Municipal Council.
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The Alliance is run by an elected
national executive committee whose
members are drawn from the seven
urban alliances.,

Vision

The Vision of the Alliance is to
transform street vending and informal
businesses into corporate
establishments

TheMistical

The Mission of the Alliance is to
organize and empower street vendors
and informal traders, in order to
improve their business through
training, access to credit, dialogue
with local authorities and other
relevant organisations on appropriate
by-laws and policies that give
recognition to and bring to an end,
harassment and diserimination
against traders.

Core Valﬁes.._ o i

The Core Values of the Alliance are
three fold:

* The alliance will not discriminate
on the grounds of physical
challenge, gender, language,
religion and tribe, among others

+ The alliance will strive to uphold
transparency and accountability
in the managementofits internal
and external affairs.

+ The alliance will strive to ensure
that the constitutional rights of
tracders are respected.

The Alliance has members drawn
from seven urban centres in Kenya,:
Mombasa, Machakos, Migori,

Mairobi. Membership to
EEMASVIT is open to street
vendors and informal traders
associations all over Kenva, To
become members of KENASVIT,
the street vendors and informal
traders associations in a given
urban centre come together to form
anumbrella association or alliance,
Itis through the urban alliance that
traders become members of
KENASVIT. However, the
Mational Alliance also has other
membership categories such as ,
affiliate members {urban

alliances), associate members
[organizations) and honorary
members (individuals)

Mationally, KEMASVIT has 5, 450

members drawn from 175 smaller

associations that form the Urban

Alliances. The breakdown of the

membership in each member

Lrban Alliance is as follows:,

« Migori Street Vendors and
Small Trader's Association has
750 members who are drawn
from seventy five local
associations.

« MNakuru Alliance of Street
Traders and Hawkers
Association (WASTHA) has
218 members drawn from
eight member associations.

» Machakos Town Street
Vendors and Joint Self Help
Group (MTSVISHG) has 632
members drawn from fourteen
member associations.

. Kisumu Alliance of Street
Vendors and Informal Traders
[(KASVIT) has 1,547 members
drawn from twenty-seven
member associabons.

¢ Mombasa Urban Alliance
Street and Informal Traders
(MUSTA) has 1,000 members
drawn from thirty-three
member associations.

« MNairobi Informal Sector
Consultative Federation
(MISCOF) has 1,240 members
drawn from eighteen member
associabons,

» Eldoret Alliance of Street
Vendors and Informal Traders
{EASVTT) was formed in 2004
by seven associations that had
come together. The alliance has
not picked up well and there
are efforts to revive the
alliance. Currently, there is no
record of its membership,

KENASVIT Activities

From the onset, the major activity
for KENASVIT has been the
development of a constitution and
consolidation of membership. The
process for developing the
constitution was well documented.
The first meeting to prepare the
constitution was held at the
Merryland Hotel in Kisumu, The
Steering Committee considered as
basic, the need to harmonise the
objectives of the Urban Alliances
and the MNational Alliarice as a
strategy of strengthening the street
vendors voice in Kenya. Through
the support of IDS, Central
Organisation of Trade Unions
(COTU), and Community
Organisation- Practitioners
Association - Kenya (COPA) , the
Committee was able to develop a
first draft of the constitution. The
draft was sent to the member
Urban Alliances for sharing with
their membership and for further
input. The Urban Alliances were
advised to hold meetings with their
membership to specifically discuss
the draft constitution.

The Urban Alliances generated
feedback on sections for
amendments. These formed the
basis for the next meeting of the
Committee held at Genevieve
Hotel Nakuru in October, 2004,
The Committee also discussed and
planmed for the National delegates
meeting to discuss, ratify and

Conebireued on Page 3




Updates on KENASVIT Affiliates (Urban Alliances)

I< ENASVIT is made up of seven |

urban alliances in Nairobi,

Makuru, Kisumu, Machakos, |
Mombasa, Migori and Eldoret |

towmns.,

Mombasa Urban Street
Traders Alliance (MUSTA)

Mombasa is one of the towns that
come on board after the inikal
meeting in Mairobi in 2003.  The
Mombasa Urban Street traders
Alliance (MUSTA), brings together
street vendors and informal traders
within Mombaza. Its main aim is to
organize and empower street
vendors and informal traders to
improve their business through
training, access to credit facilities,
dialogue with local authorities and
other relevant institutions on
appropriate by- laws and policies
that would bring recognition to and
an end to  harassment and
discrimination against informal
traders.

The alliance which draws its
membership from four divisions of
Mombasa District was formed in
December 2004, initially under the
leadership of an interim committee.
The membership of the group has
grown steady over the years.
Initially, itstood at 230 members

MUSTA coordinator, Virginia Wangui, talling to a vendor in the street

drawn from six groups; it has now
risen to 1000 members drawn from
thirty-three registered groups.
The alliance was initially
registered with the Ministry of
Culture and Social Services,
Mombasa, but currently it is
pursuing registration with the
Attorney Generals Office in
Mairobi. The alliance held elections
on 9th September 2005 and 14
people were elected to manage the
affairs of the alliance. The alliance
coordinator, Mrs Virginia Wangui
. is also the national treasurer of
KEMNASVIT.

The informal traders comprise
more than 70% of the population in
Mombasa town that is engaged in
business activity. The problems
that the informal traders and street
vendors face include: inability to
access credit facilities due tolack of
security required for loans, lack of
permanent work sites, high
interest rates and hash repayment
terms set by micro finance
institutions , lack of adequate
entrepreneurial skills to . run
businesses profitably.

The traders are advocating for
cheaper credit facilities, provision
of permanent working sites and
training of their members in
business skills.

(On 16" February, 2006, the alliance

organised a very successful
meeting and also presented food
donations to the National Food
Relief Fund. The alliance faces
challenges of splinter groups, but
efforts have been made, through
the intervention of the district social
development officer, and the
discussions ensuing have resulted
in firm resolutions that the groups
will not interfere with each others
activities. To date then, the
alliance is doing well and  intends
to conduct seminars and
workshops to train its members on
how to run their business and on
their rights as traders and citizens
of this country. For further
information:

Contact
The Chairman:
Mombasa Urban Street Vendors
Alliance
PO Box 10324, Mombasa
Tel. 0734425622
Email: musta@yahoo.com
Ofice location: Electricity house,
7th floor (Mareno Ltd

Continued fram Page 2

adopt the final draft of the
constitution. The third draft and
reports of the meetings were
processed by the IDS and sent to the
seven Urban Alliances for further
sharing and input from the wider
membership. The Urban Alliances
were also required to carry out their
elections and to nominate urban
representatives who would contest
for national level seats. The list of
nominees and the proposed
amendments to the constitution
were sent back to IDS. This
facilitated the preparations for the
national delegates meting which
was held at the Manson Hotel in
Mombasa on 158" March, 2005, The
main agenda of the meeting was to
discuss proposed amendments bo
the constitution and to adopt it. The
delegates were expected to elect the
national office bearers for
EENASVIT and thereafter chart the
way forward for the National
Alliance.

(KENA.SVI”T) history

The Constitution was duly
adopted and endorsed, and thus
paved way for the election of
national office bearers for
KENASVIT.

Meet your National Office

In elections conducted on 18"
March, 2005, the following were
elected to form the National

Executive Committee of
KENSAVIT.

Chairperson: Mr. Simon Sang'ale
Ole Nasieku (Nakuru)

Vice Chairperson: Mrs. Teresa
Akong'o (Kisumu)

Secretary:  Mr. Peter Qkello
[Migori)

Vice Secretary: M.
Maingi Isika (Machakos)
Treasurer: Mrs, Viginia Wangui
Mwangi (Mombasa)

Vice Treasurer: Mrs. Asha Saidi
(Mairobi)

Benard

Organising Secretary:  Mr. Rueben
Oraba (Kisumu)

Vice Organising Secretary:
Fose Simon (Machakos)

Mrs,

Urban Representatives

Mr. Peter Odero Kochiel (Kisumu
Town)

Mrs. Pauline Chemanyur { Eldore
tTown)

Mr, Joel Mdambuki
Tovwwn)

Mr.Wilson Maina (MNairobi City )
Mr. James Mwangi Wambugu
(Makuru Town)

Mr. Michael Otieno Magogo
(Migori Town)

Mr. George Ogutu
Town)

[ Machakos

(Mombasa

The positions of the Urban
Representatives were not contested
at national level. The respective
urban alliances were asked to elect
their urban representatives.

|

1
This provision was aimed at ensuring |
that all member alliances are 5
represented even if they may not be |
having their member in the National |
Executive Committee, |

After the elections, the Natinnali
Executive Committes (NEC), was |
charged with responsibility of |
registering KENASVIT. The Institute
for Development Studies (IDS), was
requested by the delegates to assist the
MEC to carry out this task,
KEMASVIT was registered officially in
Kenya on 3" February 206, {'urrent]}r it
is processing registration with
Streetnet International

KEMASVIT as a national body, !
urgently required an operational office. |
Makuru town was voted to be the base |
to enable it to effectively coordinate its
activities, Support for the
establishment of this office and related
operational activities was solicited
from the Unitarian Universalist Service
Committee.

J Let the peaple trade % :

J Lot the people trade %

J Dkrthe maupele s %
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