
Suggested actions you can take individually:

• Engage in a spiritual practice.

• Sign up for UUSC’s Refugee Rapid Response Network to receive 
updates and special alerts on today’s refugee crisis and what you 
can do. tinyurl.com/UUSCRRRN

• Go to UUSC.org and add your signature to our petitions/letters: 
uusc.org/action-center

• Write a Letter to the Editor: tinyurl.com/Letter-to-ed-FamilyDetention

• Write a Letter to your regional ICE office:     
tinyurl.com/Letter-to-ICEFamilyDetention

• Cultivate curiosity and calm. Notice when you want to shut 
someone down. Ask yourself why. 

• Are they threatening you directly? If so, find a safe place - 
leave, protect yourself.

• If you are safe, remain calm and engage them in dialogue - 
Ask questions that invite them to dig more deeply into their 
values and how their opinions fit those values - not to change 
their mind, but to understand where they are coming from. 
Why are they afraid? 

• Don’t be afraid to humanize them. (Martin Buber: I-Thou 
relationship vs. I-It relationships)

• Learn about Islam. 

• Arrange to attend a mosque as a visitor.

• Read about the history of refugees and racism in America.

• Give to UUSC programs so we can continue the important work 
we are doing. uusc.org/donate
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Suggested actions you can take as a community:

• Learn how you can continue the work of supporting and 
advocating for refugees through UUSC’s refugee toolkit: Building 
Bridges uusc.org/refugeetoolkit 

• Host a Refugee Welcome meal in your community (see the 
Building Bridges toolkit for information on how to do this).

• Participate in UUSC’s Guest at Your Table Program.   
uusc.org/welcome-to-guest-at-your-table/

• Reach out to local community organizations that are working to 
advance immigrants’ rights and collaborate with them.

• Start a conversation in your church or community. 

• Learn more about #EndFamilyDetention. 

• Participate in Letter writing campaigns (see other side).

• Start a visitation program with Community Initiatives for Visiting 
Immigrants in Confinement (CIVIC)-Learn how to schedule 
detention visits for members of your congregation.

• ice.gov/detention-facilities

• Participate in #DiapersInDetention activities in your area.

• Send Baby Shower cards/invites to the ICE offices in 
Pennsylvania and Texas.

• Share the plate with UUSC programs so we can continue the 
important work we are doing. 

• Learn more about the UUA’s #WeDefy – Defying the Nazis UU 
Action Project.

• Sign up your group or congregation to host an event related 
to the PBS/Ken Burns television program, Defying the Nazis: 
The Sharps’ War, and stay tuned for congregational resources 
at uua.org/sharpstory.
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