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Honduras: Post-Election Crisis and U.S. Response

Background

In the Central American nation of Honduras, disputed elections in November 2017 have triggered a human rights
crisis.! Honduran security forces, many of which receive U.S. aid, are directly implicated in recent human rights
violations stemming from the election.?

Events prior to the November 2017 vote led many Hondurans to question the integrity of the political process.
These included a 2015 Honduran Supreme Court ruling abolishing constitutional term limits, enabling current
president Juan Orlando Hernandez to run for reelection. The justices who issued this ruling were appointed after
Hernandez himself, then-leader of the National Congress of Honduras, unseated four members in 2012. The
Honduran government’s internal human rights monitor condemned this action as illegal.®

When the election results were confirmed in December and Hernandez maintained power,* protests continued
around the country. The Honduran government has responded with a far-reaching crackdown on the rights to
assembly and expression, declaring a state of emergency and imposing a public curfew. At least 1,351 people
have been arrested as a result.®

Since the election, Honduran security forces have committed severe human rights violations, including beatings,
ill-treatment, and the unjustified use of deadly force against protestors. According to the UN High Commissioner
for Human Rights (OHCHR), at least 16 people have been killed by security forces in the context of post-election
protests, including two women and two children. Sixty people have been injured. OHCHR has documented
instances of Honduran military and police units shooting people who were fleeing and discharging live
ammunition on bystanders.®

This ongoing crisis occurs amidst existing political instability and human rights abuses in Honduras — problems
in which the United States has long played a role. Most recently, in 2009, the center-left Honduran President
Manuel Zelaya was forced from power in a coup d’état. While the United States originally condemned the ouster,
the Obama administration reversed course in November 2009, backing away from the demand that authorities
reinstate Zelaya.” In the years since, the United States has continued to provide significant military and security
funding to the government of Honduras, despite the failure of subsequent administrations to reckon with the
legacy of the coup or to end persistent human rights abuses, which included the assassination and intimidation
of activists, journalists, indigenous and Afro-Honduran leaders, and human rights defenders.®

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee Recommendation

Congress should use the FY19 appropriations process to withhold funding to Honduran security forces until the
Honduran government upholds rights protections for its people. The United States maintains close ties to the
Honduran government, even as human rights violations have intensified over the past several months. While
Congress places strict limits on funding to other foreign governments implicated in gross violations, the State
Department nevertheless certified Honduras as meeting aid conditions on November 28, 2017.° Congress
should use its authority over appropriations to bring U.S. security aid to Honduras into better alignment with our
nation’s core values of the right to free expression and the legitimacy of political dissent.
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